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SENATE RESOLUTION 26
At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of Senate Resolution 26, a reso-
lution relating to Taiwan’s Participa-
tion in the World Health Organization.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION—EXPRESSING THE SENSE
OF CONGRESS THAT ASSISTANCE
TO SOUTH KOREA SHOULD BE
CONDITIONED ON SOUTH KO-
REA’S COMPLIANCE WITH ITS
INTERNATIONAL TRADE COM-
MITMENTS AND ON SOUTH KO-
REA’S TERMINATION OF ITS UN-
FAIR TRADE PRACTICES AND
SUBSIDIES

Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself and Mr.
BAUCUS) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Finance:

S. CON. RES. 4

Whereas Asia is the largest regional export
market for America’s farmers and ranchers,
traditionally purchasing approximately 40
percent of all U.S. agricultural exports;

Whereas the Department of Agriculture
forecasts that over the next year American
agricultural exports to Asian countries will
decline by several billion dollars due to the
Asian financial crisis;

Whereas the United States is the producer
of the safest agricultural products from farm
to table, customizing goods to meet the
needs of customers worldwide, and has estab-
lished the image and reputation as the
world’s best provider of agricultural prod-
ucts;

Whereas American farmers and ranchers,
and more specifically, American pork and
beef producers, are dependent on secure,
open, and competitive Asian export markets
for their product;

Whereas United States pork and beef pro-
ducers not only have faced the adverse ef-
fects of depreciated and unstable currencies
and lowered demand due to the Asian finan-
cial crisis, but also have been confronted
with South Korea’s pork subsidies and its
failure to keep commitments on market ac-
cess for beef;

Whereas it is the policy of the United
States to prohibit south Korea from using
United States and International Monetary
Fund assistance to subsidize targeted indus-
tries and compete unfairly for market share
against U.S. products;

Whereas the South Korean Government
has been subsidizing its pork exports to
Japan, resulting in a 973 percent increase in
its exports to Japan since 1992, and a 71 per-
cent increase in the last year;

Whereas pork already comprises 70 percent
of South Korea’s agriculture exports to
Japan, yet the South Korean Government
has announced plans to invest 100,000,000 won
in its agricultural sector in order to flood
the Japanese market with even more South
Korean pork;

Whereas the South Korean Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Fisheries reportedly has ear-
marked 25,000,000,000 won for loans to Korea’s
pork processors in order for them to pur-
chase more Korean pork and to increase ex-
ports to Japan;

Whereas any export subsidies on pork, in-
cluding those on exports from South Korea
to Japan, would violate South Korea’s inter-
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national trade agreements and may be ac-
tionable under the World Trade Organiza-
tion;

Whereas South Korea’s subsidies are hin-
dering U.S. pork and beef producers from
capturing their full potential in the Japa-
nese market, which is the largest export
market for U.S. pork and beef, importing
nearly $700,000,000 of U.S. pork and over
$1,500,000,000 of U.S. beef last year alone;

Whereas under the United States-Korea
1993 Record of Understanding on Market Ac-
cess for Beef, which was negotiated pursuant
to a 1989 GATT Panel decision against Korea,
South Korea was allowed to delay full liber-
alization of its beef market (in an exception
to WTO rules) if it would agree to import in-
creasing minimum quantities of beef each
year until the year 2001;

Whereas South Korea fell woefully short of
its beef market access commitment for 1998;
and,

Whereas United States pork and beef pro-
ducers are not able to compete fairly with
Korean livestock producers, who have a high
cost of production, because South Korea has
violated trade agreements and implemented
protectionist policies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) Believes strongly that while a stable
global marketplace is in the best interest of
America’s farmers and ranchers, the United
States should seek a mutually beneficial re-
lationship without hindering the competi-
tiveness of American agriculture;

(2) Calls on South Korea to abide by its
trade commitments;

(3) Calls on the Secretary of the Treasury
to instruct the United States Executive Di-
rector of the International Monetary Fund
to promote vigorously policies that encour-
age the opening of markets for beef and pork
products by requiring South Korea to abide
by its existing international trade commit-
ments and to reduce trade barriers, tariffs,
and export subsidies;

(4) Calls on the President and the Secre-
taries of the Treasury and Agriculture to
monitor and report to Congress that re-
sources will not be used to stabilize the
South Korean market at the expense of U.S.
agricultural goods or services; and

(5) Requests the United States Trade Rep-
resentative and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture to continue bilateral consultations
with the Government of South Korea on its
failure to abide by its international trade
commitments on beef market access, to con-
sider whether Korea’s reported plans for sub-
sidizing its pork industry would violate any
of its international trade commitments, and
to determine what impact Korea’s subsidy
plans would have on U.S. agricultural inter-
ests, especially in Japan.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a full committee hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, February 2, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. in
room SD-106 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of Carolyn L.
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Huntoon to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Department of Energy for Envi-
ronmental Management.

For further information, please con-
tact David Dye of the committee staff
at (202) 224-0624.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the full Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources. The
purpose of this hearing is to review the
Recreation Fee Demonstration Pro-
gram.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, February 4, 1999, at 10 a.m. in
room SD-106 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, SD-364
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Jim O’Toole of the committee
staff at (202) 224-6969.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

UNIFORMED SERVICES FILING
FAIRNESS ACT

e Mr. McCCAIN. Mr. President, I am
proud to cosponsor this bill, with Sen-
ator COVERDELL and others, to provide
a 2-month extension to file Federal
taxes for U.S. military personnel who
are on duty abroad.

Current Treasury regulations allow
military personnel to file Federal tax
forms on June 15 rather than April 15.
However, filers who elect to use this
exception are still subject to interest
and penalties during that two-month
grace period.

This legislation codifies the existing
Treasury regulations and adds a waiver
of the interest and penalties that could
be charged during the two-month grace
period against military personnel who
elect to take the filing exception.

Military personnel, serving their
country overseas are often isolated
from the resources necessary to pre-
pare their tax returns. The Internal
Revenue Service and the Department
of the Treasury recognized this reality
and provided our nation’s military per-
sonnel with a much-needed two-month
grace period to file their taxes.

However, it is inconsistent to grant a
grace period for filers, but to penalize
those who take it. These brave men
and women have not committed any
wrongdoing; all they are doing is serv-
ing their country.
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